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HON BOB HAWKE — FAMILY HOME — HERITAGE LISTING 

Statement by Minister for Heritage 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Heritage) [9.09 am]: Madam Speaker, I have a good one 
for you this morning! 

The SPEAKER: Fantastic! 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: I rise today to inform members of the decision of the Heritage Council of Western 
Australia to endorse the draft heritage assessment of 101 Tate Street, West Leederville, which is also known as 
former Prime Minister Bob Hawke’s house. This is the first step in the process to add places to the state Register of 
Heritage Places that are integral to the Western Australian story. As many would know, Bob Hawke came from 
a political family, but their standard of living and cultural practices were more reflective of those of the lower middle 
class of prewar Australia. This is something that is reflected in the built fabric of 101 Tate Street. 

Built in 1929, the Californian red brick bungalow was typical for the lower middle class. The home, with its tall 
ceilings and dark hardwood floorboards, was host to weekly dinners with the future Premier of Western Australia 
Bert Hawke, for whom Bob was his favourite nephew and mentee. The sleep-out at the back of the house was where 
Bob could find some peace and quiet and, we have it on good account, could slip in from nights of partying at the 
University of Western Australia without disturbing his teetotaller mother. It was where the aspiring young leader 
learnt of the inner workings of the Australian Labor Party and built on his parents’ Christian social justice principles 
and his uncle’s understanding of the importance of the labour movement to the working class. It is as big a part of 
the story of our twenty-third Prime Minister as his time at the University of Oxford or within the Australian Council 
of Trade Unions. It is where the foundation of his values and his outlook on the world were created, and we are 
very proud that we are treating this house appropriately. I commend the council’s work in recognising, celebrating 
and preserving our state’s stories. I look forward to updating you, Madam Speaker, and the Legislative Assembly 
as the assessment process progresses. 
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